Wappingers Central School District

Social Studies Department

Course Syllabus
	Course Name
	ADVANCED PLACEMENT ECONOMICS (MICROECONOMICS)

	
	

	Course Code
	D650

	
	

	Duration
	Half-Year

	
	

	Grade 
	12

	
	

	Credit
	0.5

	
	

	Rank
	1.06

	
	

	Prerequisite
	1. Completion of U.S. History and Government Honors or Advanced Placement U. S. History with a final average of at least 85%, or U.S. History and Government Regents with a final average of at least 90%; and 2. Recommendation of the previous year’s Social Studies teacher.

Note: This course replaces Economics.  This is a college-level course.  It is academically demanding and requires a significant commitment on the part of the student.  

	
	

	Assessment
	Students take a Department final exam based on the content, concepts and themes in this curriculum at the end of the semester.  The final exam counts as 20% of the final course average.  Students must pass this course in order to graduate.  Students in this course are also expected to take the Advanced Placement Microeconomics exam in May.  There is fee for this exam which is determined by the College Board and is the responsibility of the student.  In the event that a student does not take the AP exam, the student’s report card and transcript will reflect only a course in Honors. 

	
	

	Textbook
	Microeconomics (McDougal Littell, 2004)

	
	

	Areas of Study
	The purpose of this AP course in Microeconomics is to provide a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply to the functions of individual decision makers, both consumers and producers, within the larger economic system. It places primary emphasis on the nature and functions of product markets, and includes the study of factor markets and of the role of government in promoting greater efficiency and equity in the economy. General topics include:

Unit I: Introduction to Economics

A. Economics and Economic Systems

B. Demand

C. Supply

D. Price

Unit II: Business in the Free Enterprise System

A. Business Organizations

B. Corporations

C. Competitions in the Marketplace

D. The Labor Force

E. Organized Labor

Unit III: The Government and the Economy

A. The Growth of Government

B. Growth in Federal Spending

C. Regulating Economic Activities

D. Public Goods

E. Promoting Economic Well Being

F. Methods to Stabilize the Economy

G. Taxation

H. The Federal Budget

Unit IV: Financial Institutions

A. Money

B. Banking

C. The Federal Reserve System: Monetary Policy

D. Savings, Borrowing and Credit

E. Investors and Investing

Unit V: Setting and Meeting Economic Goals

A. Inflation, Recession, and Unemployment

B. Measuring Economic Growth

C. Fiscal Policy

Unit VI: International Economics

A. International Trade

B. Economic Developments in Developing Nations

	
	

	For Information
	For the complete course outline/syllabus, click here. 

For more information about the Advanced Placement curriculum, see

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/teachers_corner/2121.html

For a complete review of the NYS Social Studies Learning Standards, see

http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/socst/pub/sslearn.pdf

For the complete NYS core curriculum for Economics, see

http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/socst/pub/economics.pdf
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